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October 2026
 Newsletter

New Venue Hire Directory for
Sandwell!

Explore Sandwell Council's venues for meetings, training, functions,
and weddings.

Sandwell is a vibrant and diverse borough at the heart of the West
Midlands, home to thriving communities, and excellent transport

links.
Across our six towns, you'll find over 40 venues offering more than
90 flexible rooms and spaces to hire. From small meeting rooms to

large halls and unique heritage settings, there's a space to suit every
need.

Our friendly teams are on hand to help you choose the right space
and make planning simple.

Whether you're planning a training session, community event,
celebration, conference, or wedding, our venues provide the perfect

backdrop for your occasion.

Find out more about our spaces here

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/venue-hire-directory
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Sandwell Summer HAF – Art and BSL brings young people
together

Thanks to funding from Sandwell MBC and the Department for Education, Real Arts
Workshops was able to deliver a week of enriching activities for young people aged 7-16

at West Bromwich Central Library.

Evidence shows that free holiday clubs such as the HAF scheme can have a positive
impact on children and young people and provide consistent and easily accessible

enrichment activities.
 

RAW aimed to achieve the following outcomes, among others, for the young people we
worked with in this scheme:

•      reduce isolation, 
•      develop confidence, 

•      learn new things, 
•      have fun, 

•      improve mental health, 
•      eliminate boredom

•      create new artworks that didn’t exist before
•      improve self confidence

The young people experienced many sorts of high quality art and craft activities, such as:
·      T-shirt design

·      pencil drawings 
·      decorating beautiful wooden birdhouses

·      watercolour landscape paintings
·      personalised 'Looking After Me' zines

They also made Keith Haring inspired 'spreading friendship' postcards and added their
hands to a collective artwork to celebrate 'International Youth Day' - which is now
proudly on display in the children's department of the library.Our Deaf tutor, Gary,
taught the children some basic sign language and Deaf awareness which they really

enjoyed as they were able to sign their own names.

Nutritious hot food was delivered each day by an external catering company, 2MUCH
PASSION CIC. 



RAW is an independent arts workshops company which encourages
people to participate in all sorts of high-quality specialist creative

arts activities. We often integrate British Sign Language learning into
our sessions. Our activities are immersive and innovative and are

created and delivered by specialists.
 

We provide audiences with a wide variety of bespoke experiences
under these general headings:

• Visual arts
• Crafts

• British Sign Language
• Music + Sign Song

We challenge and engage our learners and encourage them to create
pieces of art which express how they feel, reflect their own interests

and cultures and we listen to what they tell us when we are
designing these sorts of programmes.

RAW can be contacted for one off or longer term workshops: 
Alex Vann (Arts lead)

Gary O’Dowd (BSL lead)

Mobile / Text / WhatsApp: 07882 685923

Email: info@realartsworkshops.co.uk 
Web: https://www.realartsworkshops.co.uk/home
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mailto:info@realartsworkshops.co.uk
https://www.realartsworkshops.co.uk/home.html
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FIND OUT MORE HERE

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/connect-and-collab-tickets-2001212254725?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1*8fevt5*_up*MQ..*_ga*NTUzMTkwNjgyLjE3OTA2OTkwODQ.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3OTA2OTkwODIkbzEkZzEkdDE3OTA2OTkwOTkkajQzJGwwJGgw
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Thursday 8 October 2026 7:30 pm
1000 Trades On The Park

Step into the swingin' Sixties and discover the story behind the songs in a truly unmissable evening of live
music and captivating storytelling.

 This beautifully crafted show has everything: a heartwarming love story, a splash of stardust and a
soundtrack that defined a generation. At its heart is the real-life romance between a young Paul Simon and a
shy English girl named Kathy – the muse behind some of his most iconic songs. Along the way, we follow the

highs and lows of Simon & Garfunkel’s rise to fame, with all the hits performed completely live.

 Kathy's Song is a surprising and moving story that has audiences smiling, singing along and getting hugely
nostalgic. Groovy!

 Storyteller/singer Cat Weatherill has performed at the world's greatest storytelling festivals. Singer/guitarist
Ian Cooke is an internationally acclaimed musician and composer.

 'An absolutely brilliant story and musical experience' - audience comment
Visit our website for further information and tickets! 

Kathy’s Song: A
Celebration of Simon &

Garfunkel

https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/kathys-song-a-celebration-of-simon-garfunkel/
https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/kathys-song-a-celebration-of-simon-garfunkel/
https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/kathys-song-a-celebration-of-simon-garfunkel/
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Multistory and The Caravan Gallery present The People’s Map of
Wednesbury, an evolving, collaborative artwork and exhibition made

by, and for, its residents.  

Join us for a vibrant pop-up community exhibition in a newly
transformed high street space in the heart of the town centre that
celebrates and documents Wednesbury’s industrial heritage, local

identity and contemporary life and creates an evolving portrait of the
town. 

The exhibition runs Saturday 3 October to Saturday 31 October, and is
open Wednesday to Saturday, 10am - 3pm. On Saturday 3 October,

5pm to 8pm, we will celebrate the launch with special performances
and complimentary refreshments - do come along. 

 Address: 45 Union Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7HB

https://www.google.com/maps/search/45+Union+Street,+Wednesbury,+WS10+7HB?entry=gmail&source=g


Cinema:
- Joyride
Tuesday 13th October 1pm
Joy (Colman) and Mully (Reid) are two lovable rogues. Joy is angry - she's got a baby and
motherhood does not come naturally to her; she feels she's tossed her own dreams
aside to give a screeching monster unconditional love.

- Boy
 Brushstrokes & Rowley Regis Disability Centre
 Set on the east coast of New Zealand in 1984, Boy, an 11-year-old child and devout
Michael Jackson fan, gets a chance to know his absentee criminal father, who has
returned to find a bag of money he buried years ago.

- Psycho
 Friday 9th October at The Art Yard
 A Phoenix secretary is on the run after stealing a huge amount of money from her
employer. She spends the night at Bates Motel, whose owner seems to have a highly
dominating mother.

- Jaws
 Friday 23rd October at Gatis Community Space
 Terror reigns when a mammoth, man-eating Great White Shark attacks swimmers in the
waters off a small beach resort.
 "Shark" & Chip night at Gatis Community Space!
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Black Country Touring
Events



1. The Dustbusters by Feasible Ferret Theatre
Tuesday 6 October 2026 - 10.30am & 2.30pm 
West Bromwich Town Hall 
As part of Celebrate Sandwell at West Bromwich Town Hall!
The day will include a range of stalls, workshops, activities and opportunities to connect
with organisations across Sandwell, making it a wonderful occasion for the whole
community.
 

2.Kingfisher & Heron Workshop & Walkabout by Fetch Theatre
 Saturday 31st October at Ekho Collective
 Fetch Theatre have created a collection of fantastic giant puppets that can be paraded
and performed to enchant audiences of all ages. Often the figureheads for community
events, each magical puppet has its own identity and a tale to tell through movement
animated by the puppeteer. In daylight or lit up for night time performances, these
incredible creatures amaze and inspire us to consider the natural world and the folklore
associated with the natural environment. Meet the Kingfisher, Heron and Dragonfly and
take part in head dress making workshops, or lanterns in the darker months, for a joyful
parade.

3. George & the Drag Queen by Pipeline Theatre
 Wednesbury & Thimblemill Library
 With three actors, a changing set and Pipeline’s trademark immersive soundscape, this
show will take you on an unlikely, funny, poignant journey.
 This play shows how ordinary people can become caught between compassion and
prejudice, loyalty and fear, while grasping for understanding and connection.
 'George and the Drag Queen' is part of the national Create Tour Connect project.

 Visit https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/? for further information and tickets! 
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Black Country Touring
Events

https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/
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Every family carries a story: free story circle at Smethwick
Heritage Centre

 Thursday 8 October, 10.30am to 12.30pm
 Smethwick Heritage Centre, Victoria Park Lodge, High Street,

Smethwick B66 3NJ

 Come and tell yours. Filmmaker and artist Billy Dosanjh is hosting
a free story circle for anyone with a Smethwick or Sandwell family

story, of any background or generation. It is a small group of no
more than 15 people, sitting together over tea to share how their
families came to Smethwick, what they carried with them, what

they left behind and what has been passed down. Nobody has to
perform, prepare or read anything, and no experience is needed.

Elders and their families are especially welcome.

 This is the fifth session in a series that began in September at
Smethwick Library and the Heritage Centre. The stories gathered

will shape a new artist film and body of photographs being
developed with the community. Consent is explained on the day,

and nothing is recorded or used without permission.

 Free, with refreshments provided. Just turn up, or email
info@smethwick.org.uk.

 Run by Reimagining Industrial Migratory Stories CIC with
Smethwick Heritage Centre Trust. Supported using public funding

by Arts Council England.

mailto:info@smethwick.org.uk


 IS ABOUT HONOURING OUR 

“COMMUNITIES” 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN USAT
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 FOR STORYTELLING AND POETRY
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books available to celebrate the
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ADD YOUR EVENTS TO VISIT
SANDWELL TODAY

If you have an event in Sandwell, PLEASE
add it to Visit Sandwell by clicking here!

We want more Sandwell events on Visit
Sandwell - if you need any help with adding

events, please contact Stacey!

A support video to add
events on 

Visit Sandwell is here!

Join the Sandwell Cultural ForumJoin the Sandwell Cultural Forum

NOWNOW
Do you know someone who wants

to join the Sandwell Forum? 
Email Stacey via:

stacey_bagdi@sandwell.gov.uk

22nd July!

https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955


Sandwell Museums:
Haden Hill House

Lots of exciting family fun events at Haden click here for the full list!

Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery
  Lots of history talks and family summer fun at Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery

Oak House Museum
There’s a ton of activities happening at Oak House this summer - click here!

Bromwich Hall
Check out the amazing events happening at Bromwich Hall

Sandwell Libraries:
Lots coming up, book via Ticketsource <-click here

Featured Events Listing
Click on the text below to find out more about the events and to book
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https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/5
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/3
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/2
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/4
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives
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Cultural Forum Members List
1000 Trades
Abigail Villarroel (Artist
Anthony McFarlane (Artist)
Black Country Multicultural Day Team
Black Country Touring
Black Heritage Walks Network
Bearwood Community Hub
Bearwood Promoters
Big Bear Music
Birmingham Opera
Birmingham Music Archive
Black Country Living Museum
Blue Sheep Books
Brendan Hawthorne - Poet
Bright Young Minds
Canal & River Trust
City of Birmingham Orchestra
Charlottte McDermott - Poet
Chance Heritage Trust
Curl Girl Productions
Creative Black Country
Creatv Hub
Dalbir Singth Ratta - Music
Drama AND SOME cic
European's Welfare Association 
Faith-Brynel Insights
Fantastic Journeys
Filmgage
Infamous Arts
Jessica - Artist
Keith Bracey - Poet
Kickstarts Dance
Learn with Lolonyo
Little Earthquake
Luke Perry (Artist)
Melonie Barnaby - Poet
ME Dance
Method in Motion
Misfits Music
Multistory
Noir Hub CIC 

O'Driscoll Collective
Outside Left
Outside The Box Creative Thinking Space
Powered by Can
Quennie Lim (Artist)
Rage Arts
Ruth Conover (Artist)
Sarah Cole (Artist)
Sarah Waldron (Artist)
Sandwell Archives
Sandwell Asian Family Support Service (SAFS) 
Sandwell College
Sandwell Mela
Sandwell Valley
SCVO
SIPS
Simmi - Artist
Smethwick Heritage Centre
Spectra
Stan’s Cafe
SWEDA
The Art Yard
The Parakeet
The People’s Orchestra
We are Spectra
West Midlands Heritage Building Trust
Wild Lives Forest School
Women & Theatre
Your City & Metropolitan Hospitals Charity 
& Sandwell Council Officers and Local Councillors

https://1000tradesonthepark.org.uk/
https://wolverhamptonartscentre.co.uk/news/new-producers-spotlight-abigail-villarroel/
https://www.mac13soulphotographic.com/about
https://www.bcmdcultural.com/
https://www.bctouring.org.uk/
https://www.blackheritagewalksnetwork.com/
https://www.bearwood.cc/
https://bearwoodshuffleblog.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.bigbearmusic.com/
https://www.birminghamopera.org.uk/
https://www.birminghammusicarchive.com/
https://bclm.com/
https://bluesheepbooks.com/
https://brightyoungminds.org.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://cbso.co.uk/about-us/our-work?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBzaRM3GQpeAuTYZQe72VgjEXHyKddF76pl1ELoUZVJxpAUkJipLQaAjqEEALw_wcB
https://chanceht.org/
https://www.curlgirlproductions.com/
https://www.creativeblackcountry.co.uk/
https://www.creatvhub.co.uk/home
https://www.dramaandsome.org/
https://www.ewacic.com/
https://www.ewacic.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/faithbrynelsinsights/home?authuser=0
https://www.facebook.com/FantasticJourneysCIC/
https://www.filmgagefestival.com/
https://www.infamousarts.co.uk/
https://www.kickstartsdance.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/page/517AF09B-12C1-4908-99B6-EA0B6120C730
https://little-earthquake.com/
https://www.instagram.com/lukeperrysculptor/?hl=en-gb
https://medancecompany.co.uk/
https://methodinmotion.co.uk/
https://misfitsmusic.org.uk/
https://multistory.org.uk/
https://www.odriscollcollective.com/artistic-director.html
https://www.odriscollcollective.com/artistic-director.html
https://outsideleft.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OutsideTheBox.cts/
https://www.poweredbycan.org/
https://www.ragearts.org.uk/
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/archives/visit-archives-service
https://www.safscare.org/
https://www.safscare.org/
https://www.sandwell.ac.uk/opendays/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=sandwell-college-open-days-nov&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBBrbouKlVUutTJYIkWfrBjfLhRKugp-F7pxDFccWZAcnK3VDB6KkaAkwaEALw_wcB
https://www.birminghammela.com/
https://www.visitsandwell.com/things-to-see-and-do/sandwell-valley-visitor-centre-p1414731
https://www.scvo.info/
https://www.sips.co.uk/
https://www.smethwick.org.uk/
https://wearespectra.co.uk/
https://stans.cafe/
https://sweda.org.uk/
https://www.mfaa.co.uk/
http://www.theparakeetstudio.com/
https://thepeoplesorchestra.com/
https://wearespectra.co.uk/
https://wmhbt.org.uk/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/WildLivesForestSchool/photos/?_rdr
https://womenandtheatre.co.uk/
https://www.swbh.nhs.uk/charity-fundraising/fundraising/
https://www.swbh.nhs.uk/charity-fundraising/fundraising/
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