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May 2026
 Newsletter

Reel Feel Cinema - Sandwell
Valley

We host a series of outdoor singalong and immersive cinema events within Sandwell
valley country park this May with some great titles including

The greatest showman
Grease

Jurassic park
Encanto

Coco
Wicked

The Goonies
The lion king

Mama Mia

Book here

https://www.visitsandwell.com/whats-on/reel-feel-cinema-sandwell-valley-p1835261
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MAY’S PERFROMANCES

1 SLIDE BOY ROY
8 RICH DICKINSON’S DRIVING FORCE

15 LAZY FIFTY (NZ)
22 CHICKENBONE BLUES BAND

29 BACK ON THE ROAD
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Jazz Festival boss 
Jim Simpson honoured in

national awards!

BIRMINGHAM Jazz Festival boss Jim Simpson has been
named this year’s Unsung Hero at the prestigious UK

Blues Awards after beating the odds to ensure the show
must go on despite cruel funding cuts.

Congrats Jim!

Read more here!

https://paulcolewrites.com/2026/04/13/jazz-festival-boss-jim-simpson-honoured-in-national-blues-awards/


5



6



7

Join us for a celebration of spring at Oak House and grounds on Sunday
17 May 11am-4pm.

Enjoy the costumed music with our Green Man, enjoy Tudor dancing and
have a go yourself, have a go our our nature inspired craft activities, see

the Morris Dancers and enjoy the Dohl drummers, take part in our parade
welocoming in spring around our grounds. You can also explore our

beautiful 17th century house

Entrance is FREE

Why not bring a picnic to enjoy in our grounds and enjoy the day. 
There is no parking on site, parking is further down Oak Rd or on local

side streets or at the Pay and Display carpark on Lodge Road.

Book here 

https://www.visitsandwell.com/whats-on/green-man-spring-celebration-at-oak-house-p1737231
https://www.visitsandwell.com/whats-on/green-man-spring-celebration-at-oak-house-p1737231


The Curiosity Cafe is a free, friendly, and informal monthly get-together for everyone in Smethwick and
Bearwood. It’s a place to meet neighbours, share what you know, and learn new things. Do you have a skill

you want to teach? Or something you're keen to learn? We have a Knowledge & Skills Sharing project for
just that.

​
During our Urban Room project we listened to many residents who said we need more power to work

together to develop solutions to local issues. This is a response to that and has been funded as a pilot by
SCVO (Sandwell Council of Voluntary Organisations).

 
You can also sign up to future Task and Finish Forums to help tackle local issues that bother you—from

litter to traffic to poverty to inclusion — you decide, and develop solutions together.
 

Whether you drop in during the afternoon (2pm-5pm) or after work (6pm-8pm), you will be welcomed with
a cuppa to the library's fully accessible Community Room. 

 
The cafe is also a fantastic resource hub. Stop by our Signposting Station to get connected with local
services and support, or visit the Library of Things Station to get involved in developing a tools and

equipment library, with the aim of sharing items stuck in sheds and attics across the community.
 

Contribute to our Community Guide Maps - bring old photos or stories to contribute your memories and
help celebrate the history of Bearwood and Smethwick, or share the places, services and events you think

others should know about!
 

It's an exciting opportunity to share, help out, and start something new right here in our community. Come
as you are, bring a friend if you like, and let’s make Smethwick and Bearwood even better together.

WHEN: 3rd Tuesday every month, starting 19 May 2026.
WHERE: Thimblemill Library, Thimblemill Road, B67 5RJ​

TIME: 2-5pm and 6-8pm
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NEW! Curiosity Cafe
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https://outsideleft.com/night-out.php
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ADD YOUR EVENTS TO VISIT
SANDWELL TODAY

If you have an event in Sandwell, PLEASE
add it to Visit Sandwell by clicking here!

We want more Sandwell events on Visit
Sandwell - if you need any help with adding

events, please contact Stacey!

A support video to add
events on 

Visit Sandwell is here!

Join the Sandwell Cultural ForumJoin the Sandwell Cultural Forum

NOWNOW
Do you know someone who wants

to join the Sandwell Forum? 
Email Stacey via:

stacey_bagdi@sandwell.gov.uk

Live At The Library Presents Chris Avery Kora Feder at Thimblemill
Library

Chris Avery is a Welsh guitarist-composer. His work bridges ancient
melody and contemporary performance, shaped by a deep

engagement with Welsh folk song, dance music, and classical
repertoire. His meditative arrangements for guitar and voice rework

these materials through a modern lens.

Book Here

https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://www.visitsandwell.com/whats-on/live-at-the-library-presents-chris-avery-kora-feder-at-thimblemill-library-p1815901


Sandwell Museums:
Haden Hill House

Lots of exciting family fun events at Haden click here for the full list!

Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery
  Lots of history talks and family summer fun at Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery

Oak House Museum
There’s a ton of activities happening at Oak House this summer - click here!

Bromwich Hall
Check out the amazing events happening at Bromwich Hall

Sandwell Libraries:
Lots coming up, book via Ticketsource <-click here

Featured Events Listing
Click on the text below to find out more about the events and to book
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https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/5
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/3
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/2
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/4
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives
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Cultural Forum Members List
1000 Trades
Abigail Villarroel (Artist
Anthony McFarlane (Artist)
Black Country Multicultural Day Team
Black Country Touring
Black Heritage Walks Network
Bearwood Community Hub
Bearwood Promoters
Big Bear Music
Birmingham Opera
Birmingham Music Archive
Black Country Living Museum
Blue Sheep Books
Brendan Hawthorne - Poet
Bright Young Minds
Canal & River Trust
City of Birmingham Orchestra
Charlottte McDermott - Poet
Chance Heritage Trust
Curl Girl Productions
Creative Black Country
Creatv Hub
Dalbir Singth Ratta - Music
Drama AND SOME cic
European's Welfare Association 
Faith-Brynel Insights
Fantastic Journeys
Filmgage
Infamous Arts
Jessica - Artist
Keith Bracey - Poet
Kickstarts Dance
Learn with Lolonyo
Little Earthquake
Luke Perry (Artist)
Melonie Barnaby - Poet
ME Dance
Method in Motion
Misfits Music
Multistory
Noir Hub CIC 

O'Driscoll Collective
Outside Left
Outside The Box Creative Thinking Space
Powered by Can
Quennie Lim (Artist)
Rage Arts
Ruth Conover (Artist)
Sarah Cole (Artist)
Sarah Waldron (Artist)
Sandwell Archives
Sandwell Asian Family Support Service (SAFS) 
Sandwell College
Sandwell Mela
Sandwell Valley
SCVO
SIPS
Simmi - Artist
Smethwick Heritage Centre
Spectra
Stan’s Cafe
SWEDA
The Art Yard
The Parakeet
The People’s Orchestra
We are Spectra
West Midlands Heritage Building Trust
Wild Lives Forest School
Women & Theatre
Your City & Metropolitan Hospitals Charity 
& Sandwell Council Officers and Local Councillors

https://1000tradesonthepark.org.uk/
https://wolverhamptonartscentre.co.uk/news/new-producers-spotlight-abigail-villarroel/
https://www.mac13soulphotographic.com/about
https://www.bcmdcultural.com/
https://www.bctouring.org.uk/
https://www.blackheritagewalksnetwork.com/
https://www.bearwood.cc/
https://bearwoodshuffleblog.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.bigbearmusic.com/
https://www.birminghamopera.org.uk/
https://www.birminghammusicarchive.com/
https://bclm.com/
https://bluesheepbooks.com/
https://brightyoungminds.org.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://cbso.co.uk/about-us/our-work?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBzaRM3GQpeAuTYZQe72VgjEXHyKddF76pl1ELoUZVJxpAUkJipLQaAjqEEALw_wcB
https://chanceht.org/
https://www.curlgirlproductions.com/
https://www.creativeblackcountry.co.uk/
https://www.creatvhub.co.uk/home
https://www.dramaandsome.org/
https://www.ewacic.com/
https://www.ewacic.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/faithbrynelsinsights/home?authuser=0
https://www.facebook.com/FantasticJourneysCIC/
https://www.filmgagefestival.com/
https://www.infamousarts.co.uk/
https://www.kickstartsdance.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/page/517AF09B-12C1-4908-99B6-EA0B6120C730
https://little-earthquake.com/
https://www.instagram.com/lukeperrysculptor/?hl=en-gb
https://medancecompany.co.uk/
https://methodinmotion.co.uk/
https://misfitsmusic.org.uk/
https://multistory.org.uk/
https://www.odriscollcollective.com/artistic-director.html
https://www.odriscollcollective.com/artistic-director.html
https://outsideleft.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OutsideTheBox.cts/
https://www.poweredbycan.org/
https://www.ragearts.org.uk/
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/archives/visit-archives-service
https://www.safscare.org/
https://www.safscare.org/
https://www.sandwell.ac.uk/opendays/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=sandwell-college-open-days-nov&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBBrbouKlVUutTJYIkWfrBjfLhRKugp-F7pxDFccWZAcnK3VDB6KkaAkwaEALw_wcB
https://www.birminghammela.com/
https://www.visitsandwell.com/things-to-see-and-do/sandwell-valley-visitor-centre-p1414731
https://www.scvo.info/
https://www.sips.co.uk/
https://www.smethwick.org.uk/
https://wearespectra.co.uk/
https://stans.cafe/
https://sweda.org.uk/
https://www.mfaa.co.uk/
http://www.theparakeetstudio.com/
https://thepeoplesorchestra.com/
https://wearespectra.co.uk/
https://wmhbt.org.uk/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/WildLivesForestSchool/photos/?_rdr
https://womenandtheatre.co.uk/
https://www.swbh.nhs.uk/charity-fundraising/fundraising/
https://www.swbh.nhs.uk/charity-fundraising/fundraising/
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