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February 2026
 Newsletter

The Smethwick Puppetry Festival 2026 programme is officially LIVE - and booking is
now open! Z

 Join us this February half-term for a magical celebration of community, creativity and
puppet theatre. Expect breath-taking puppetry shows, hands-on workshops, a unique

exhibition and more, all taking place across your favourite community venues in
Smethwick. �

Whether you're a seasoned puppetry lover or brand new to it all, the festival is an
invitation to explore, play and be swept away by the magic of puppetry.

Check out the full line-up and grab your “pay what you can” tickets by clicking on the
button below. Tickets are limited, so book now to avoid disappointment!

Book here

https://www.bctouring.org.uk/puppet
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The Sandwell Poets Laureate Programme has taken its
first steps forward with an initial steering group! The first

meeting to discuss the project plan was well attended
and incredibly fruitful, shaping the next two years of the

project with expertise and creative input. 

If you would like to get involved with the planning of this
incredible initiative for the arts in Sandwell, becoming a

partner or stakeholder for the scheme, please let us
know: charlottemcdermott@live.co.uk 

Sandwell Poetry Laureate Scheme
Update!

mailto:charlottemcdermott@live.co.uk
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Misfits Music Institute to host an evening with the 
 award-winning author 

To Be Young, Gifted and Black - A talk with Kadiatu &
Mariatu Kanneh-Mason

·Misfits Music Institute are hosting ‘To Be Young Gifted and Black – a talk with Dr Kadiatu
Kanneh-Mason’ on Wednesday 18 February 2026.

·Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason will be in conversation with celebrated orchestral clarinettist
Anton Clarke-Butler.

·The evening will include a special live performance from cellist Mariatu Kanneh-Mason
and will culminate in a book-signing.

·Taking place at The Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, tickets are available via
https://www.bcu.ac.uk/conservatoire/events-calendar/kadiatu-and-mariatu-kanneh-

mason

 Join Misfits Music Institute for an inspiring evening at The Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire on Wednesday 18 February, with the award-winning Dr Kadiatu Kanneh-
Mason in conversation with Anton Clarke-Butler (Freelance Clarinettist). Together they
will reflect on the challenges and celebrations of creating art as Black musicians. This

fascinating discussion will be provoked by Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason’s highly reviewed book
To Be Young, Gifted and Black.

The evening will include a special performance by cellist Mariatu Kanneh-Mason,
showcasing her extraordinary talent. The backdrop to this fascinating discussion will be

provided by Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason’s latest book To Be Young, Gifted and Black.
Afterwards there is an opportunity to stay for a book signing, with The Heath Bookshop
(Independent Bookshop of The Year 2025). You can purchase your copy of the book at

the event too.
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https://www.bcu.ac.uk/conservatoire/events-calendar/kadiatu-and-mariatu-kanneh-mason
https://www.bcu.ac.uk/conservatoire/events-calendar/kadiatu-and-mariatu-kanneh-mason
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Congratulations to Curl Girl
Productions for their funding success!

We are really excited to announce our new project
titled The Magical Adventures of Super Singh in

collaboration with Sandwell Libraries, our exciting
offer to the world of children’s theatre made
possible by ACE funding. We will be sharing

further information next month! Learn more about
our work at www.curlgirlproductions.com

http://www.curlgirlproductions.com/
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Sign up is now open for part-two of Vicky Roden's (@vicky.roden) workshop series in collaboration with
@chance_heritage_trust and @sandwellcouncil.

 
In this FREE workshop, Vicky will lead the group from through the art of resin casting against the backdrop

of Oak House, a 17th century yeoman's house in the heart of Sandwell. 
 

¼ Where?

Oak House, Oak Rd, West Bromwich B70 8HJ.

´ When?

Resin Casting | 22 Feb | 12-3pm
 

And that's not all! @sandwellmuseums invites all participants to enjoy Oak House Museum from 10:30am!

Step into the industrial stories that shaped our local landscape and transform them into contemporary
creative practice.

Find out more by clicking this link - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/guided-heritage-tour-and-resin-
casting-workshop-tickets-1979858288437?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-

medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl

Yam From Here is a two-year project funded by the @heritagefunduk and delivered by the @ewa.cic.

Free art workshop
at Oak House

Museum!

Free art workshop
at Oak House

Museum!

https://www.instagram.com/vicky.roden/
https://www.instagram.com/chance_heritage_trust/
https://www.instagram.com/sandwellcouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/sandwellmuseums/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/guided-heritage-tour-and-resin-casting-workshop-tickets-1979858288437?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/guided-heritage-tour-and-resin-casting-workshop-tickets-1979858288437?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/guided-heritage-tour-and-resin-casting-workshop-tickets-1979858288437?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.instagram.com/heritagefunduk/
https://www.instagram.com/ewa.cic/




mailto:kerry@wearespectra.co.uk
http://www.wearespectra.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/spectraartscompany/








https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/creatv-connect-content-creators-tickets-1980190540211










https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/an-afternoon-with-me-dance/


https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955


https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/5
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/3
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/2
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/4
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives


https://1000tradesonthepark.org.uk/
https://wolverhamptonartscentre.co.uk/news/new-producers-spotlight-abigail-villarroel/
https://www.mac13soulphotographic.com/about
https://www.bcmdcultural.com/
https://www.bctouring.org.uk/
https://www.blackheritagewalksnetwork.com/
https://www.bearwood.cc/
https://bearwoodshuffleblog.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.bigbearmusic.com/
https://www.birminghamopera.org.uk/
https://www.birminghammusicarchive.com/
https://bclm.com/
https://bluesheepbooks.com/
https://brightyoungminds.org.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://cbso.co.uk/about-us/our-work?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBzaRM3GQpeAuTYZQe72VgjEXHyKddF76pl1ELoUZVJxpAUkJipLQaAjqEEALw_wcB
https://chanceht.org/
https://www.curlgirlproductions.com/
https://www.creativeblackcountry.co.uk/
https://www.creatvhub.co.uk/home

