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The Sandwell Poets Laureate Programme has taken its
first steps forward with an initial steering group! The first

meeting to discuss the project plan was well attended
and incredibly fruitful, shaping the next two years of the

project with expertise and creative input. 

If you would like to get involved with the planning of this
incredible initiative for the arts in Sandwell, becoming a

partner or stakeholder for the scheme, please let us
know: charlottemcdermott@live.co.uk 

Sandwell Poetry Laureate Scheme
Update!

mailto:charlottemcdermott@live.co.uk
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ADD YOUR EVENTS TO VISIT
SANDWELL TODAY

If you have an event in Sandwell, PLEASE
add it to Visit Sandwell by clicking here!

We want more Sandwell events on Visit
Sandwell - if you need any help with adding

events, please contact Stacey!

A support video to add
events on 

Visit Sandwell is here!

Join the Sandwell Cultural Forum

NOW
Do you know someone who wants

to join the Sandwell Forum? 
Email Stacey via:

stacey_bagdi@sandwell.gov.uk

https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
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The unveiling event, and as part of Youth Work Week, brought together members of the Council’s Cabinet,
youth workers, artists, and the young people themselves to celebrate the transformation of the once-

plain courtyard into a vibrant and welcoming space.

The artwork was created by young people from Coneygre Arts Centre, supported by Sandwell Youth
Service and local artist Roots 0121, with funding from the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme.

Over two days, the group worked collaboratively to design and produce a piece that reflects the
sensitivity of the crematorium setting while adding warmth and creativity to the visitor experience.

New Young People’s Artwork Unveiled at
Sandwell Valley Crematorium Courtyard
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Last month, Spectra's Lantern Celebration lit up the pathways at Midland
Metropolitan University Hospital with a parade of cheerful faces, glowing

lanterns and the rippling sound of a gong. Tyrone, who has been on our
shadow programme, took the lead in designing the event, 'Light Garden',

which involved members of the hospital community, Spectra's Community
Company and SAFS. 

 Thank you to everyone who took part as we celebrated the autumn night,
and to Andy Angell from Aum Tree Yoga for the relaxing sonic bath. 

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE!
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Black Country Touring’s crowdfunder for Smethwick
Puppetry Festival 2026 has successfully raised

£1456! All the money raised will go towards making
the festival bigger and better than ever before, and

help keep it ‘pay what you can’ so that everyone can
experience it.

Keep your eyes peeled for the festival programme
coming in January! You can expect singing snails,

dancing dragons and magic eyeballs… /

Save the date for the festival opening celebration on
Saturday 14th February 2026 from 3-6pm - all are

welcome to join us as we officially open the festival. 

Congratulations to
Black Country Touring



This welcoming choir is open to everyone aged 
16+—from beginners to seasoned singers —
celebrating community through the joy of music. 

Come along, sing along, and share the festive 
magic!

Bookings : FREE ENTRY
Telephone: 0121 569 4945
Email: greatbarr_library@sandwell.gov.uk

Great Barr Library,
Birmingham Road, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 6PF

Date : Monday15 December
Time: Doorsopen at 2:00pm
Venue: Great Barr Library
FREE event –with coffee and mince pies! 

10



Sandwell Museums:
Haden Hill House

Lots of exciting family fun events at Haden click here for the full list!
Haden Hill House - Family Festive Day: Sunday 7th, Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 December,
11am-3pm. Drop in and enjoy our festive crafts and trail and enjoy the children’s entertainment
with Ron Popple (also musical fun on 7th December). Just drop in to see the house beautifully
decorated. 
Festive Open Days. Friday 12, Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 December, 11am-3pm. Come and
see the house beautifully decorated for the festive season. No need to book, just drop in.

Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery
  Lots of history talks and family summer fun at Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery
Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery - Festive Open Day: Wednesday 10 December 10.30am-
2pm. Pop in and enjoy our museum feeling festive including our 1970s living room! Also enjoy
festive pies and a cuppa for a small charge. Entry free no need to book. 

Oak House Museum
There’s a ton of activities happening at Oak House this summer - click here!
Oak House - Festive Fun. 7 December 11am-2pm.  Visit the house beautifully decorated for the
season and enjoy children’s entertainment with Mad Dom, crafts, and trail. No need to book to
visit –free entry. Festive Open evening – 10 December 4:30pm-7:30pm. Travel back in time and
see the house beautifully decorated, enjoy Tudor music and characters, textile demonstrations
and make pomanders. Free entry £1 to make pomanders. Ideal for adults children welcome.

Bromwich Hall
Check out the amazing events happening at Bromwich Hall

Sandwell Libraries:
Lots coming up, book via Ticketsource <-click here

Sandwell Valley:
Santa's Village at Sandwell Valley- Saturday 6, Sunday 7 and Saturday 13 December 2025. Santa
Paws - Sunday 14 December 2025

Christmas Pantomime - Sleeping Beauty - Friday 19 - Tuesday 23 December 2025

Featured Events Listing
Click on the text below to find out more about the events and to book
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https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/5
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/3
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/2
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/4
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/west-bromwich/sandwell-valley-visitor-centre/santa-s-village-at-sandwell-valley/e-pbpzdq
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/west-midlands/west-bromwich-town-hall/christmas-pantomime-sleeping-beauty/e-yjyyme


Saturday 6th December 
10:30am - 1:00pm

1:30pm - 3:30pm

Take part in a free STEM activity with 
a festive twist! 

Delivered by RAF Museum Midlands 

Monday 22nd December 
11am

Film Time! We are Showing: 
‘The Muppet Christmas Carol’ 

Every Saturday

Saturday 20th December 

10am - 3pm

Crafts Available for

Children 

11am 

Theatre Production of

The 3 Little Pigs 

11am - 1pm
Santa is here

at
Wednesbury Library

Book Now: 0121 569 4945 

Looking ahead: 
Saturday 31st January 2026

Free Event
 

Wednesbury Library, Walsall Street, Wednesbury, WS10 9EH Tel: 0121 569 4945 
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Every Thursday, 12pm – 2pm 
Myra Harris CommunityRoom
Brickhouse Lane
West Bromwich
B70 0DZ 

Come and join us for a friendly bingo session
every Thursday! 

For more information, please ring Pam at
0121 522 3766

GENERAL - EXTERNAL

What’s happening in your
neighbourhood? 
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We are Showing:
‘The Muppet Christmas Carol’ 

On Monday 22nd December
At 11 am 

Wednesbury Library, Walsall Street, Wednesbury, WS10 9EH
Tel: 0121 569 4945 

14



15

Next meeting date: 
TBC

1.  1000 Trades 
2.  Anthony McFarlane (Artist)
3.  Black Country Touring
4.  Bear Bookshop
5. Bearwood Community Hub
6. Bearwood Promoters
7.  Big Bear Music
8.  Birmingham Opera
9. Blue Sheep Books

10. Birmingham Music Archive
11.  Canal & River Trust
12.  City of Birmingham Orchestra 
13.  Chance Heritage Trust
14.  Curl Girl Productions
15.  Creative Black Country
16. Drama AND SOME cic
17.  The Art Yard
18.  Powered by Can
19. Kickstarts Dance
20. Outside Left
21.  Wild Lives Forest School
22.  Learn with Lolonyo 
23.  Luke Perry (Artist)
24.  ME Dance
25.  Method in Motion
26. Midlands Metro Hospital 
27.  Multistory
28.  Fantastic Journeys
29. Quennie Lim (Artist)
30. Sandwell College
31.  Sarah Cole, writer
32.  SCVO
33. SIPS
34. Smethwick Heritage Centre
35.  Stan’s Cafe
36.SWEDA
37.  The Parakeet
38.  The People’s Orchestra
39. We are Spectra
40. West Midlands Heritage Building Trust
41.Women & Theatre
42.Rage Arts
43.  European's Welfare Association 

& Sandwell Council Officers

Cultural Forum Members List

https://1000tradesonthepark.org.uk/
https://1000tradesonthepark.org.uk/
https://www.bctouring.org.uk/
https://bearbookshop.co.uk/
https://www.bearwood.cc/
https://bearwoodshuffleblog.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.bigbearmusic.com/
https://www.birminghamopera.org.uk/
https://bluesheepbooks.com/
https://www.birminghammusicarchive.com/
https://www.birminghammusicarchive.com/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://cbso.co.uk/about-us/our-work?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBzaRM3GQpeAuTYZQe72VgjEXHyKddF76pl1ELoUZVJxpAUkJipLQaAjqEEALw_wcB
https://cbso.co.uk/about-us/our-work?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBzaRM3GQpeAuTYZQe72VgjEXHyKddF76pl1ELoUZVJxpAUkJipLQaAjqEEALw_wcB
https://chanceht.org/
https://www.curlgirlproductions.com/
https://www.creativeblackcountry.co.uk/
https://www.dramaandsome.org/
https://www.mfaa.co.uk/
https://www.poweredbycan.org/
https://www.kickstartsdance.co.uk/
https://outsideleft.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WildLivesForestSchool/photos/?_rdr
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/page/517AF09B-12C1-4908-99B6-EA0B6120C730
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/page/517AF09B-12C1-4908-99B6-EA0B6120C730
https://www.instagram.com/lukeperrysculptor/?hl=en-gb
https://medancecompany.co.uk/
https://methodinmotion.co.uk/
https://www.swbh.nhs.uk/our-new-hospital/
https://www.swbh.nhs.uk/our-new-hospital/
https://multistory.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/FantasticJourneysCIC/
https://www.sandwell.ac.uk/opendays/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=sandwell-college-open-days-nov&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBBrbouKlVUutTJYIkWfrBjfLhRKugp-F7pxDFccWZAcnK3VDB6KkaAkwaEALw_wcB
https://www.scvo.info/
https://www.sips.co.uk/
https://www.smethwick.org.uk/
https://stans.cafe/
https://sweda.org.uk/
http://www.theparakeetstudio.com/
https://thepeoplesorchestra.com/
https://wearespectra.co.uk/
https://wmhbt.org.uk/blog/
https://womenandtheatre.co.uk/
https://www.ragearts.org.uk/
https://www.ewacic.com/
https://www.ewacic.com/

